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selected, it is easy to prove that political associations
perturb the State, and paralyse productive industry ;
but take the whole life of a people, and it may perhaps
be easy to demonstrate that freedom of association in
political matters is favourable to the prosperity and
.even to the tranquillity of the community.*
I said in the former part of this work : ** The
unrestrained liberty of political association cannot be
entirely assimilated to the liberty of the press. The
one is at the same time less necessary and more
dangerous than the other. A nation may confine it
within certain limits without ceasing to be mistress of
ftself; and it may sometimes be obliged to do so in
order to maintain its own authority." And further
on I added : "It cannot be denied that the unre-
strained liberty of association for political purposes is
the last degree of liberty which a people is "fit for.
If it does not throw them into anarchy, it perpetually
brings them, as it were, to the verge of it." Thus I
*do not think that a nation is always at liberty to
invest its citizens with an absolute right of association
for political purposes ; and I doubt whether, in any
country or in any age, it be \\ise to set no limits to
freedom of association. A certain nation, it is said,
could not maintain tranquillity in the community,
cause the laws to be respected, or establish a lasting
government, if the right of association were not
confined within narrow limits. These blessings are
doubdess invaluable, and I can imagine that, to
acquire or to preserve them, a nation may impose
upon itself severe temporary restrictions : but still it
is well that the nation should know at what price
Vhese blessings are purchased. I can understand that
it may be advisable to cut off a man's arm in order to
save his life ; but it would be ridiculous to assert that
he will be as dexterous as he was before he lost it.